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History

Krasnodar wes occupied by the German Army during 1943. Krasnodar is the
administrative center of the Krasnodar reglon of the Communist Party and

iz the former capitol of the Kuban Cossack . Prior to the 1917
revolution, Krasncdar wes celled Eraterissdar sig] and was the headquarters
of General {fnu) Denkin, Cossack General. The city was founded in 1782

by the Cossacke. There were actually two branches of Cossacks in the Kuban
reglon, one of which lived near the southern section of the Kuban River.
These people were of Ukrainien ericestry and of course spoke thelr native
Ukralne langusge. The second branch of the Cossacke lived.along the northern
gection of the Kubsn River ebove the village of Ust Leba. This segment of
the Cossack group spoke the pure Russian language. During the 1917 revolution
entire communities of Cossacks were executed or sent to Biberia. The
Gommunigts trensplanted many peesent communities from the southern Ukraine

4o the Kuban rsgion to £ill ths gap created by the liquidation of the Cossacke .
| o o8 ion of the Kuban region 25X 1

sgack ancestry

there were sevaral amall communities of Persians 1ln the Kuban
reglon who wsre algo exscuted or semb to Siberis during the grest purge of

1917,
Phyeicel Descriptlion - Transportation

25X1

[ Krasnodar 1s s very flet city snd almost elongated
in shape. The nearsst mourtains, the Caucasus, are same 70 km to the north.
The olty has two main suburbs vhich ave Dukinks and Pokrouke, The oity is laeid
out in almost & checker board arrangement with the streets for the most part
perpendioular to esch other, The sxcepticnsto this are the
nssy the Kubsn River. The thres princlipal streets in Krasnodar 25X1
are Krawnays (the main street and moat heavily traveled), Proletarian and Gogel
8% Krasnodar's streets are quite wide, and all have two vay trafflc lanes,
The streets are paved with paving blockes, but in the qenter of esach street,
tracke for streetcars sre imbedded in asphalt, Traffic moves very rapidly
since public, or yather the Btate streetcar trsnsportation system, is
practically the only mesans of getting anywhere. There were no private
sutomoblles, bussss, texis or subways in Krasnodar. Krasnodar has & large
rall centexr and a great deal of commerce passes through it. The four maln
branches of the railrcad are Krasnodar to Novorossisk: through Tikhoretslk
the second runs to Stalingred, the third dranch to Kropotkin and tha foukiu
to Timasheyikaye. The rall yards are guarded by the Sate police and while
vigilance is maintained againast ssbotege, greater affart is directed towards
the protection of the railroad bridges. In 1942, the Soviets maintained a
24 hour watch on all of the railrosd dridges in Krasnodar. they 25X1
meintein the same eurveillanca today. Rallrcsd trensportsation is alwost the
only means of transportstion in and out of Krasnodar for the average individusl.
Kresnodar hes two reilroad stations vhich erel | in the north of the 25X1
olty, One: 6f:%hem was uzed principally for frelght and the second vas used
for pessengers. The Xresnodsr rallroad bridgs runs over the Kuban River and
cerries freight to the Novorossi#kX area. The bridge was oconstructed of concrete.

There ere & number of roads lsading out of Krasnodar and,for the most pa.rt,

follow the same route as the railroads. The roads |ware comstructed  25X1
of aephalt. Theme roade run to Kropotkin, Btalingrad, Novorossisk , Timashevskays,
Pritespilovka znA Starckorsunskays,. The latter by-passed Pashkovakeya. The

rosd system was in genaeral very poorpbacause the highways wers not in grest uss.

' They do not compare with rcadways in the US. FProbebly the best rosd was from

Krasnodar 4o Beverskays. This 1e a two-lane aephalt highwaey. There ia also s

highwey bridge comstructsd of wood which runs cver the Kuban River to

Novoyossigk .
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%0 and from Kresnodar. This river which has its origin ai Nevinnomyssk:
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;«»,%;ghs Kuban River is probebly the second most important transportation artery

is used only for river boat treffic. Krasnodar has no deep water port, but
has facllities for the repairs of river boats. The Kuban River ig of vital
dmportence because of the volume of river traffic which supplies Krasnodar's
industries. '

Alrports

Krasnoder hes several sirports ‘ The
nost secreti .  alrport wee the military instellation directly north of the|
eity. it vas quite

large; Ver., Lt was closely guarfad and no civilisra wers navmitked |
near it.

The airport would
be vital during time of war in gusrding Krasnodar's industries sand rall

centers,

Industries

Krasnoder's principal industry is oil refining, and there are s number of
oil storage tanks nsar the outskirts of the eity. Kresnodar also has a
vegeteble oll processing plsht which produces oleomargarine, and lubricsting
oils from scybeans. Other industries inolude a tannery, tobacco factery, a
srall ceramics plant and of course, ship repalr facilities for the Kuban
River bosts. Ancther important factory was the Krasnodar machine ool plant
known ss "Sedin", which produces heavy sgricwltural equipment.

 Buildinge and Housing - Electric Fowex

The majority of bulldings in Krasnodar are constructed of nstural stons or
brick. - Some are of frame construction, but these are ususlly only used as
realdences for the townspecple. Offige bulldings and factories sre comstructed
of brick. The largest building in Kresnodar is the Fraga Hotel which
is seven storles in height. Poseidbly the sandy soil substructurs of Krasnodsr

TgmﬂummnmmmmL
[The laboring cless lived in very small

Btate-owned apartmsnt houses and in nmost instances there were two or three
femilies squeezed into one spartment. There was no such thing as private
ownership of any property. The residential section of Krasnodsr is quite
orowded. Houses are numbered as they are in the US

the left and even numbers on the right.

The strests of
Krasnoder are elso lightad by electricity,but, for the most part, lighting
was quite ineffective. The amtreet lights’ were quiteé dim and on a particularly
fogay night vielbility wes practically nil. Electric power for the city of
Krasnoder wes provided by two power plants, ons of which ir im the SE sesotion
of the city and is the newer of the two. The streetcars have their own powver
plant as do the oil refineries.

Perks and Monumsnts

There eare severel public perks and monuments in Krasnodar. The principal
monument, the statue of Lenin, was in front of Ataman's Palace, named after
the leader of the Cossack Army. Originelly there had been a statue of
Catherine the Great, but during the revolution of 1917 it was removed. There
ie also a triumphal arch in Krasnodar, bullt as & monument to the victories
of the Soviet Army. -
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Educational Institubions

Krasnodar had many educational institutions which were available to the
individual if he were a member of the Communist Party. The higher educa-
tionel institutions wsre in the technical and s¢ientific fields and
included the following:

regearch.

Kresnodar Institute of Margaerine Menufacturers

g Kresnodar Medical Institute
@)
2 Krasnodar Pedagogic Instiltute

Krasnoder Agricultural Institute, speclalizing in tebacco

& 0

Krasnodar Sclentific Research Center
All UBSR Tobaceo Research Institute
Ingtitute of Conservation Research
Agricultural Resesrch Cantexr

Medium edussbionsl institutions included:

(s) Xrssnodar Tachnical School
() Bursing and Medical Technical Bohool

Thera were also several prep achools and high schools
| Free sducation vas avallable to all

meribars of the Communist Party snd their.families.

Health Conditions - Watar Supply

Medicel ci.m in Krasnodar was very good and was provided for all of the
working class through state paid heslth insurence

The water supply in Krasnodar was provided by means of Artesisn wells and
in most cases was inadequats hovever, the water was
Pure, and no serious epidemics resulted from & polluted water systen.,

Newspapers - Redio

There was only one dally newspaper during my residence in Krasnodar and thet
vas the "Red Standard" which was later ohanged to "Bolshevik". It was of
course & propaganda organ for the Comaunist Party., Tbe other means of
propaganda used by the Oommunists wes the radio. Each individusl could
Purchase & radio for 300-1500 rublas if he could afford it; most of the sets
vere of the six-tube variety, although four and eight tube radios were also
&vallable. If a radic required serviaing, it was necessary to oall Xvasnodar
Radio Center which was operated by the district committes. In 1.911-:..0.11
ﬁ@mmmm 4 esch individual was given a "receipt".

Fublie loud speakers throughout the .
Lecad The radlos, and all news which the pecple were to hear was
broadcast through these speskars.

Black Market

Black merket conditions in Krasnodar were particularly bed, but the local
elty authorities did not attempt to prosecute the offenders,

they were actually operating the entire scheme for their own benefit. The
black market operated principelly in suger, grein, beef, clothing and
clgearettes.

Chvz;c‘hen

Kragnodar had several churches } however,
they were all closed down with ption “the Ho urch on North
Street. This was the "State —epproved" church. The Whlte Cathedral was
in exlstence before the r« volution but was destroyed by the Communists.
All the Catholic end Prote. “ant churches were turned into werehouses and

the priests and ministers fc -ced to leave the city.
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Telephone and Telegraph

The telephone facilities in Krasnodar were only fair. If ap individual's
professional or "party" standing were high enough he was permitted to have

&

The phones did nct
use & dial sydtem,and it was necessary to secure ome's nuwber through the
operstor. There %as no limit on the number of calls one could meke. One
could not send a telegram over the phone, but was required to send all
telegrams from a central telegraph office. As far apg mall is concerned,
public mall boxes were available to post all mail if the letters or parcels
had been properly stamped. Mail dslivery was twice & day, six days a week
and once on Swunday. )

Municipal Government

The local eity govermment of Krasnoder was under the supervision of the
Districet Commlittee also known as the "Kraylspol". The Secrstariat of the
Communist Party was head of the District Committes and the heads of all
city deparbtments including the city council were directly responsible %o

- the Secrstariat. One of Krasnodar's former secretariats @Q is now E«:’hober

1952/ im the Fresidium of
_Hig name is {(fau) Iematov.

-Genéral Living Conditloms

Life in Kragnodsr was very drab, and ths suffering was grest among the
lsboring ¢lasses. They did not have encugh food and lived under very
ctowdsd ~onditions. The individusl worker had no frzedom to select his

Job after 1938. An individusl could not changs kis 3jo% urless permission
was granbed by the local Secretariat of the Communist Party. The only

two reasoms mccepteble for chamging one's job were (1) heslth armd (2) moving
to another ares. -The lattsr had to be approvaed by tbs Secretariat. .The
wagss pald the workers wers not in line with the highk prics of food apd
ceumcdities, aud, consequenily, the sterdards of living were very low. The

worksrs werse reguired to woxk eight hours per day, six deys. e weok) there were

always incertive progrsms in effsst for the good of the''fatherlarnd" whick
required mors produstion from the workers, end most of them hed to work as
highk ag 16 hours per day. The social life of Krasnodar was very limited.
Occasionally the opsra came to the elty but, for the most part, the movies
yrovided the greatest spntertainment. Durlng the sumer menthe, weekly
cperettas were preganted In the city park.

- eud -
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